should be deposited at Churchill College Archive Centre in Cambridge. After negotiation, the Committee agreed to this in November 1973, and the material was then catalogued by a professional archivist. It filled 28 archive boxes, and consisted of minute books 1876-1966, membership nomination material 1882-1956, visitors' books 1902-1946 and a small amount of Secretaries' correspondence 1935 Secretaries' correspondence -1956 , mainly concerning members. In July 1977 the Committee appointed Donald Steven as the Honorary Archivist, and he worked with a part-time assistant to oversee the archive, and to take care of further accessions which continued to come in from officers, both serving and retired, and sub-committee members. In 1990 negotiations were initiated by the Honorary Treasurer, Julian Jack, and by the new Honorary Archivist, Tilli Tansey, which led to the transfer of the archive to the Contemporary Medical Archives Centre (CMAC) at the Wellcome Institute, in 1991, where it was intended that the papers would be fully catalogued and organized to allow for continuing accrual.
On arrival at the CMAC the archive consisted of 271 boxes of material, including papers which were not strictly part of it, i.e. not generated by the Society in the course of its activities, but placed there by members or friends who believed this to be the most suitable home. Seventeen boxes of such material were papers of Professor E. B. Verney, placed in the Physiological Society archive in 1988 by Dr R. H. S. Carpenter of the Cambridge Physiological Laboratory, and formerly housed in the Laboratory's library. With the agreement of Dr Carpenter and the Society, the Verney papers have now been catalogued as a separate personal collection (CMAC: PP/EBV), amalgamating with a small group of Verney papers already held in the CMAC, which were previously listed as a general collection (CMAC: GC/72). Various other memoirs and papers were transferred from the Society's archive and catalogued as a general collection "Physiological Society: additional deposited papers" (CMAC: GC/151).
The papers of the Society were in a state of considerable disarray on arrival at the CMAC. Although the initial deposit at Churchill College had been catalogued by a professional archivist, further accruals were not amalgamated with this, but listed separately as "Sections II and III" and the catalogued group was referred to as "Section I". Sections II and III had no real logic of arrangement, and, although some grouping of similar files did occur, generally material was just listed in order of accession. There was much duplication, since papers were often received from several officers dealing with the same issue, or from several members of the same sub-committee. Duplicate material was especially pronounced in the case of the Education and Information Sub-Committee and of the animal legislation sub-committees where photocopies of correspondence and memoranda abounded. Duplicates could be removed from the archive only after the central set of papers was identified and collated. The archive also contained a great deal of mundane paperwork of no historical value, but no attempt had been made to weed it on its arrival at Churchill College. This material, mostly officers' routine correspondence on such matters as the arrangement of meetings, has now been weeded. Once duplicates and mundane material was removed, and the archive was reboxed, the volume was considerably reduced, by approximately one third.
In cataloguing the papers it was decided to abandon all previous arrangements and dispense with the division into three "Sections". The new catalogue treats the archive as one entity, with an order reflecting the activities of the officers and the Society, and allows for the continuing accrual of material. The papers are now arranged by function (e.g. Committee business, membership, publication), and each officer's, or sub-committee's, papers form a sub-group under each heading. An index and appendices aid crossreferencing, which is necessary because such papers as accounts and annual reports are to be found bound into different types of minute books at different times.
A large volume of correspondence and papers had survived from after 1945, although the pattern was patchy, reflecting the fact that the Society made use of honorary officers, and until 1991 had no permanent central offices or staff. Each officer served for a few years and created paperwork in a different way from his predecessors and successor, and the material was treated in differing ways on the retirement of the officer. Some passed it all over to their successors, others kept some in their offices, where it might eventually find its way to the archive, and others destroyed large quantities. In an effort to ensure that accession takes place more systematically, a records management schedule was drawn up once the cataloguing of the archive was complete. This survey took place between September and December 1993, and entailed visiting all the serving officers to view their files and discuss the creation of further records. The core records have been identified for final accession to the archive on the retirement of the officer or once they become non-current. This systematic method of accession will avoid duplication, while ensuring that all important documents are preserved.
The archive of the Physiological Society contains material from its foundation to the present day illustrating the continued and ever increasing activities and membership of the Society. Papers from before the end of the Second World War are limited in scopeconfined to core documents such as the minute books, membership papers and the visitors' books, which give names of non-members attending the meetings. A little pre-1945 correspondence is extant, including that of Michael Foster with Henry Bowditch proposing the foundation of the Journal of Physiology in 1877. The pre-Second World War minute books have some letters bound in with them and these include correspondence about the foundation of the Society and greetings from important members, other scientific bodies, or government departments and officials the Society had contact with over specific issues, such as the use of animals in research or the place of physiology on the medical syllabus. The earlier minutes (CMAC: SA/PHY/C.I/1) for the Society's scientific meetings list the members attending and give some description of demonstrations and communications presented, but the names and details were dropped from the minutes as meetings grew in size and once the Proceedings were printed in the Journal of Physiology from December 1883. The particulars of scientific meetings given in the minute books vary greatly, depending on the whims of the serving Secretary, but in general they light-heartedly record events, giving examples of jokes delivered at after-dinner speeches or during the scientific session and of gifts presented to members on special occasions. In recent times the menu has been bound with the minutes, showing the importance of the dinner and the Society's recognition of its origins as a dining club; indeed the menu of the first dinner, at the Criterion Restaurant in Piccadilly in March 1876, is bound with the first minute book. This mammoth feast was repeated by the Committee in 1976 as part of the Centenary celebrations (see Figure 1) .
The core records of the Society are the Committee papers (CMAC: SA/PHY/B. 1-5) and those connected with the scientific meetings (CMAC: SA/PHY/C. 1-4). ft'-J'.
